
A B O U T  A N D R E W  T S A O  

Af te r  r ece i v ing  h i s  Ma s te r  o f  F ine  A r t s  i n  D i rec t i ng  f rom  Ca l i fo rn ia  
Ins t i tu te  o f  the  Ar t s ,  A nd rew  wen t  on  t o  wo rk  i n  reg iona l  th ea te rs  
and  o f f -B roadwa y .  He  be came  re s ide n t  d i re c to r  o f  the  Ind iana  
Reper t o ry  Thea t re  whe re  he  d i rec ted  nume rous  p roduc t i on s ,  se rv ed  
as  the  thea t re 's  l i te ra ry  mana ger ,  an d  taugh t  ac t i ng  i n  the  
conse r va to r y  t r a in ing  p rog ram .  He  w as  then  i n v i te d  to  bec ome  t he  
f i r s t  a r t i s t i c  d i re c to r  o f  the  New  Har mony  P ro jec t ,  a  p res t i g iou s  
wr i te r ' s  l ab  i n  Ne w Ha rmon y ,  Ind ian a .  The re  he  ove rsaw  
deve lopme n t  o f  new  work ,  wh i ch  ran ged  f ro m p lays  and  mus i ca l s ,  to  
sc reen p lay s  an d  TV  p i l o t s .  And rew  th en  mo ved  t o  Lo s  Ange le s  to  
beg in  h i s  ca re e r  i n  te l ev i s i on .   

He  bec ame  a  se r ies  d i re c to r  on  A BC ' s  H OM E IMPR OV EME NT 
s ta r r i ng  T im  A l l en ,  p roduced  and  d i r ec ted  N BC ' S  WORK IN G s ta r r i ng  
Fred  S avage ,  S OUL  M AN s ta r r i ng  D a n  A ykr oyd ,  among  o the r s ,  an d  
dozens  o f  o th e r  p r i me  t i me  p rog r ams ,  i nc lud in g  ep i sode s  o f  
FR IENDS  (Th e  “P i vo t ! ”  ep i sode ) ,  CA ROL INE  IN  TH E C ITY ,  
SUDDENL Y SUS AN,  JES SE ,  THE  S INGLE  GUY ,  IN  THE  H OUS E ,  
THE  J EFF  FOX WOR TH Y SHOW,  DA G,  MAD IGAN  M EN ,  SA BRIN A ,  
THE  TIC K ,  TH E GE OR GE  L OP E Z SH OW,  PH IL  OF  THE  FU TURE ,  
WIZARDS  OF  WA VERL Y PLAC E and  more .   

In  Los  An ge les ,  And rew  was  i nv i ted  t o  d i re c t  two  p r oduc t i on s  fo r  
Shake speare  Fes t i v a l  L .A .  ( TH E TEM PES T,  and  JUL IUS  CA ES AR)  a  
wor ld  p remi e re  ope r a  fo r  L .A .  Opera  (ON  GOL D MOU NTAIN ) ,  He  
has  d i rec ted  the  sho r t  f i lm :  BR IGH TN ESS  s ta r r i ng  E r i c  Id le  (M ON TY  
PY THON )  wh ich  wa s  aw arded  the  Go ld  Sp ec ia l  Ju ry  P r i ze  fo r  2001  
a t  the  Wor l dFe s t  i n  Hou s ton .   

Thea t re  c red i ts  i nc lude  the  wo r ld  p re mie re  o f  Theod ore  Dr ie se r 's  
S ISTER  CARR IE  fo r  Ind iana  Rep ,  an d  THE  TEM PE ST a t  Eas t  Wes t  
P laye r s  i n  Los  Ang e les ,  TH E MERR Y  WIVES  OF WINDS OR  fo r  
Orego n  Shake spear e  Fes t i va l ,  an d  N i l o  C r uz ' s  adap ta t i on  o f  Gabr i e l  
Gar c ia  Ma rq uez 's  A  V ERY  OLD  MAN  WITH  EN OR MOU S  WIN GS  fo r  
Cen te r  Thea t re  Grou p  i n  Lo s  Ange le s .   

In te rna t i ona l l y ,  h e  ha s  p rodu ced  and  d i re c ted  no te d  o r i g ina l  
dev i sed  thea t re  wo rks  a t  th e  Ed inbu r gh  Fr inge  Fes t i va l ,  i n c lud ing  
THE  GRIND SH OW (C  Venues ) ,  I THA CA I ’ LL  NE VER  S EE  (R ocke t  
Venues ) ,  THE  WA STE LAND  S IS TE R S (Sum merha l l ) ,  BRAN DY  
ALEX ANDER  ( Gi l d ed  Ba l l oon )  and  S EARCHE RS  ( Gi l ded  Ba l l oon ) .   

He  l ed  num erou s  co l l eg ia te  su mme r  d rama  p rog ram s to  the  
Ed inbu rgh  Fes t i va l s  and  c rea ted  The  Dra ma Co l l ec t i v e  Pon t levo y  i n  



Fran ce  where  he  b r ough t  Eu rope an  mas te r  teache rs  toge the r  w i th  
Amer i can  s tuden ts  to  l i ve ,  s tudy  and  co l l abo ra te  on  o r i g ina l  dev i sed  
thea t re  wo rks  be tween  2011  and  20 1 6 .  

Andrew  was  a  tenu r ed  a sso c ia te  p ro fesso r  o f  d ra mat i c  a r ts  a t  th e  
Un ive r s i t y  o f  Wash in g ton  Schoo l  o f  D rama  where  he  wa s  p a r t  o f  the  
facu l t y  fo r  the  M FA  Pro fes s iona l  A c t i ng  and  D i r ec t i ng  Pr og ra ms  and  
was  he ad  o f  the  Ba che lo r  o f  Ar t s  p ro g ram  f rom  2012  th ro ugh  2017 .  

The  S tud io  Sea t t l e  was  founded  b y  A ndrew in  2 018  and  i s  now  
cons ide red  a  p remi e re  ac t i ng  s tud io  i n  the  Pac i f i c  N or thwes t .  He  
con t i n ues  to  se r ve  as  i ts  a r t i s t i c  d i re c to r .  

And rew  l i v es  on  T ig e r  Moun ta in  i n  Wash ing ton  s ta te .  He  re cen t l y  
p roduced  the  i ndepend en t  te le v i s ion  p i l o t  A  L ITTL E DARK ,  wr i t ten  
and  d i rec ted  by  S te l l a  Tay l o r .  H e  i s  w r i t i n g  an d  de ve lop ing  o the r  
p ro jec ts  fo r  f i lm  and  te lev i s ion  a long  w i th  f i c t i on  p ro je c t s .  He  i s  
a l so  a n  a v id  che ss  p lay e r .  
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